
Math 515 Complex Variables
College of Charleston

Department of Mathematics
Spring 2017 Syllabus

Ben Cox Office Hours: MW 11:00-12:00.
Office: RSS 348 E-mail: coxbl@cofc.edu

Instructor
Information

Mondays and Wednesdays in Maybank Hall 223 from 5:30 pm - 6:45 pm.Course
Meetings

Course objectives and expected student outcomes: This is a first graduate-level courseCourse
Description in complex variables. Topics to be covered include the complex number system, analytic

and harmonic functions, power series, integration, residue theory, analytic continuation,
and conformal mapping. Students will learn the material from different perspectives,
including the analytic and the geometric. Applications will be discussed where appro-
priate.

Students are expected to have a background in undergraduate real analysis, and goodPrerequisites
proof-writing ability.

Complex Variables: Introduction and Applications, by Mark J. Ablowitz and Athanas-Textbook
sios S. Fokas. Cambridge University Press, Second Edition. 2006.

After completing this course, students will be able to:Student
Learning
Outcomes: 1. Analyze and solve theoretical and applied problems in the advanced area of Com-

plex Variables using appropriate terminology, concepts, and methods developed
in this course.

2. Prove and explain important theoretical results and concepts underpinning the
development of Complex Variables.

3. Use results and tools from Complex Variables to discuss the properties of ana-
lytic and harmonic functions, power series, integration, residue theory, analytic
continuation, and conformal mappings.

These outcomes will be assessed by means of homework assignments and in-class exams.

In this course, we will have two midterm exams, a final examination, and weeklyGraded
Assignments homework. Graduate students will also be required to complete extra more abstract

problems on exams and also extra more abstract problems on homework assignments.
Graduate students are expected to have a deeper understanding of the material, assessed
by means of work of a more theoretical nature and requiring a higher-level of proof skills.

Midterm I: Monday, February 20
Midterm II: Monday, April 3
Final Exam: Wednesday, May 3, 4:00-7:00 p.m.

Important Dates

mailto:coxbl@cofc.edu


Midterms and Final Exam. Two midterm exams will each account for 20% of theCourse Grades
course grade. The Final Exam is comprehensive and is worth 40% of the final grade.
The homework is worth 20% of the total score.

Midterms: 40%
Final Exam: 40%
Homework: 20%

Homework. I will assign homework problems for each topic, and you should complete
and understand all the assigned problems. I will grade selected homework problems.
Feel free to work in groups on the homework. However: Copying someone’s writeup
without participating in the solution and allowing your solution to be so copied are both
considered a violation of the Honor Code. The best way to learn to think mathematically
is to do lots of practice problems.

Grading Scale. Grades will be based on the percentage of points earned in the cate-
gories listed above according to the following:

A (85-100), B+ (80-84), B (75-79), C+ (70-74), C (65-69), D (55-64), F (below 55).

You are expected to attend class every day. If you miss class, you will need to obtainAttendance
Policy notes from one of your classmates and talk with me about material that you do not

understand. If for some reason you are not able to attend class the day that an assign-
ment is due, you should email me your assignment that day. Make-up exams are only
possible with proper documentation from the Absence Memo Office.

If there is a student in this class who has a documented disability and has been approvedDisability
Policy to receive accommodations through the Center for Disability Services/SNAP (Students

Needing Access Parity), please come and discuss this with me during my office hours.
The College will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented dis-
abilities. Students should apply at the Center for Disability Services/SNAP, located on
the first floor of the Lightsey Center, Suite 104. Students approved for accommodations
are responsible for notifying me as soon as possible and for contacting me one week
before accommodation is needed. See also http://disabilityservices.cofc.edu/

accommodations/

Any violation of the College’s Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Board. ForHonor Code
more details, see http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/ and the Student
Handbook at http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/

Lying, cheating, attempted cheating, and plagiarism are violations of our Honor Code
that, when identified, are investigated. Each instance is examined to determine the
degree of deception involved. Incidents where the professor believes the student’s ac-
tions are clearly related more to ignorance, miscommunication, or uncertainty, can be
addressed by consultation with the student. We will craft a written resolution designed
to help prevent the student from repeating the error in the future. The resolution,
submittd by form and signed by both the professor and the student, is forwarded to the
Dean of Students and remains on file.

Cases of suspected academic dishonesty will be reported directly to the Dean of Stu-
dents.A A student found responsible for academic dishonesty will receive a XF in the
course, indicating failure of the course due to academic dishonesty. This grade will
appear on the student’s transcript for two years after which the student may petition
for the X to be expunged. The student may also be placed on disciplinary probation,

http://disabilityservices.cofc.edu/accommodations/
http://disabilityservices.cofc.edu/accommodations/
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/


suspended (temporary removal) or expelled (permanent removal) from the College by
the Honor Board. It is important for students to remember that unauthorized collabo-
ration -working together without permission - is a form of cheating. Unless a professor
specifies that students can work together on an assignment and/or test, no collabora-
tion is permitted. Other forms of cheating include possessing or using an unauthorized
study aid (such as a PDA), copying from another’s exam, fabricating data, and giv-
ing unauthorized assistance. Remember, research conducted and/or papers written for
other classes cannot be used in whole or in part for any assignment in this class without
obtaining prior permission from the professor. Students can find a complete version of
the Honor Code and all related processes in the Student Handbook.

When you have questions and you are unable come to the instructor’s office for helpAdditional Help
during his office hours, you should (1) discuss with and get help from your peers (but
no copying each other’s homework), or (2) make an appointment with the instructor.

Homework assignments, solutions to some homework problems, and solutions to practiceSupplementary
Materials exams and exams will be posted on OAKS regularly.

The following topics will be discussed:Topics

I plan to cover the first four chapters, which include the following topics:

1. Complex Numbers and Elementary Functions (Complex numbers and their proper-
ties, elementary functions, stereographic projection, limits, continuity, and differentia-
tion.)

2. Analytic Functions and Integration (Cauchy-Riemann equations, multivalued func-
tions, Riemann surfaces, complex integration, Cauchy’s theorem, Cauchy’s integral for-
mula and its generalizations, Liouville’s theorem, Morera’s theorem.)

3. Sequences, Series and Singularities (Basic properties, Taylor series, Laurent series,
singularities of complex functions, analytic continuation, infinite products.)

4. Residue Calculus and Contour Integration (Cauchy Residue theorem, evaluation of
definite integrals, principal-value integrals, integrals with branch points, the Argument
Principle, Fourier and Laplace transforms.)

If time allows, we will discuss Conformal Mapping or Riemann-Hilbert Problems, de-
pending on class interest.
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